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TRIP AGENDA 
Advocacy Meetings 

The Citizen Hotel 
7th Floor Metropolitan Terrace,  

926 J St., Sacramento, CA 95814 

OC Legislative Reception & Dinner 
Cafeteria 15L 
1116 15th St.,  

Sacramento, CA 95814 

MONDAY, MARCH 23
The Citizen Hotel, 7th Floor Metropolitan Terrace  
 
 

9:45 a.m. Registration 

10:20 a.m. Welcome Remarks: Amanda Walsh, OCBC 

Title Sponsor Remarks: Steve Finnegan,  
Automobile Club of Southern California  

10:30 a.m. Durriya Syed, Deputy Commissioner, California Department of Insurance 

10:50 a.m. The Honorable Avelino Valencia, State Assembly, 68th District 

11:05 a.m. Toks Omishakin, Secretary of Transportation, State of California 

11:25 a.m. Lunch – Hosted by American Career College/West Coast University 
Lunch Sponsor Remarks: Kristin Christophersen, DNP, MBA, RN,  
West Coast University 

12:00 p.m. The Honorable Buffy Wicks, State Assembly, 14th District 

12:30 p.m. Gabe Petek, Legislative Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office 

1:00 p.m. Samantha Arthur, Deputy Secretary for Water, 
California Natural Resources Agency 

1:30 p.m. The Honorable Tony Strickland, State Senate, 36th District  

2:00 p.m. QUICK BREAK 

2:05 p.m. Ben Golombek, Executive Vice President and Chief of Staff for Policy, 
CalChamber  

2:30 p.m. Dan Dunmoyer, President and CEO, 
California Building Industry Association  

3:00 p.m. The Honorable Josh Hoover, State Assembly, 7th District 

3:30 p.m. BREAK 

5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 

OC Legislative Reception & Dinner at Cafeteria 15L –  
Hosted by Disneyland Resort 
Reception & Dinner Sponsor Remarks: Disneyland Resort 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 24 
The Citizen Hotel, 7th Floor Metropolitan Terrace  
 

 

7:30 a.m. Breakfast – Hosted by Chevron 

8:20 a.m. Welcome Remarks: Amanda Walsh, OCBC 

8:26 a.m. Breakfast Sponsor Remarks: Jill Dunn, Chevron 

8:30 a.m. The Honorable Catherine Blakespear, State Senate, 38th District 

9:00 a.m. Jeremy Empol, President and CEO,  
California’s Credit Unions and Nevada’s Credit Unions 

9:30 a.m. The Honorable Cottie Petrie-Norris, State Assembly, 73rd District 

10:00 a.m. The Honorable Heath Flora, State Assembly Minority Leader, 9th District 

10:30 a.m. Derek Kirk, Senior Advisor for Economic Policy 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development 

10:55 a.m. Lunch – Hosted by Municipal Water District of Orange County 
Lunch Sponsor Remarks: Larry Dick,  
Municipal Water District of Orange County 

11:05 a.m. The Honorable Brian W. Jones, State Senate Minority Leader, 40th District 

11:25 a.m. Tia Boatman Patterson, President and CEO, 
California Community Reinvestment Corporation 

11:50 a.m. Adjourn 

 
Speakers and schedule subject to change. 

 
Scan to view the 

2026 Sacramento Advocacy Trip 
materials online.  
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THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
Title Sponsor 

 

OC Legislative Reception & Dinner Sponsor 

 

Lunch Briefing Sponsors 

      

Breakfast Sponsor 

 

Issue Sponsors 
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TRIP ROSTER 
 

Kristin Christophersen  American Career College/West Coast University  

Jonathan Hughes  Athens Services  

Tim Chang  Auto Club  

Steve Finnegan  Automobile Club of Southern California  

Marianne Kim  Automobile Club of Southern California  

Michael Knudsen  Axiom Advisors  

Gabriel Dima-Smith  Cal State Fullerton  

Elva Rubalcava  Cal State Fullerton  

Kevin Bassett  CalOptima Health  

Alicia Berhow  Charter Communications  

Felipe Monroig  Charter Communications  

Jill Dunn  Chevron  

Jennifer Bullard  Cox Communications  

Christine Miller  Disneyland Resort  

Victoria Shepp  Girl Scouts of Orange County  

Richard Adams  Goodwill of Orange County  

Christina Byrne  HNTB Corporation  

Karen Chapman  HNTB Corporation  

Sara Sloan  Idea Hall  

Louis Bronstein  Irvine Ranch Water District  

Laura Archuleta  Jamboree Housing Corporation  

Kelsey Brewer  Jamboree Housing  

Carlos Urquiza  Kaiser Permanente  

Joone Lopez  Moulton Niguel Water District  

Brian Probolsky  Moulton Niguel Water District  

Brian Parker  Moulton Niguel Water District  

Larry Dick  Municipal Water District of Orange County  

Heather Baez  Municipal Water District of Orange County  

Kristin Jacinto  Orange County Transportation Authority  
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Darrell Johnson  Orange County Transportation Authority  

Amanda Walsh Orange County Business Council  

Paulina Alvarez  Orange County Business Council  

Paul Simonds  Orange County Business Council  

Jeff Ball  Orange County Business Council  

Lauren Martin  Orange County Business Council  

Maiken Sorenson  Orange County Business Council  

Eddie Marquez  Orange County Hispanic Chamber  

Ed Molina  Orange County REALTORS  

Laurie Johnson  Orange County REALTORS  

Jake Anderson  Orange County REALTORS  

Beatriz Wade  Orange County REALTORS  

Brian Genovese  Orange County REALTORS  

Daniele Smith  Orange County REALTORS  

Matt Cortez  Orange County REALTORS  

John Tu  Orange County REALTORS  

Sunny Wheeler  Orange County REALTORS  

Ron Pascual  Orange County REALTORS  

Collin Powers  Orange County REALTORS  

Clara Brotcke  Orange County Transportation Authority  

Chris Simonsen  Orangewood Foundation  

Amy Mmagu Schneider Electric  

Tina Javid  SoCalGas  

Juan Gonzalez  SoCalGas  

LaVal Brewer  South County Outreach  

Tiffany Tran  Southern California Edison  

Jessica Fernandez  Southern California Edison  

Karla Sayles  Southern California Edison  

Moira Topp  Topp Strategies  

Ryan Chamberlain  Transportation Corridor Agencies  

Sean McReynolds  Transportation Corridor Agencies  
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NOTES  
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ABOUT OCBC 

For more than 30 years, Orange County Business Council (OCBC) has 
represented and promoted the region’s business community, working with 
government and academia to advance Orange County’s Economic 
Development. OCBC advances pro-business solutions by supporting a 
competitive Workforce and collaborating with developers, builders, labor, 
and policymakers to expand and diversify Housing options across the 
region. In addition, we champion investment and policy frameworks that 
enable innovative, resilient Infrastructure. 

 

ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS COUNCIL 

CONNECT WITH US 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
BizCouncil Orange County  

Business Council 
OC_Biz_Council 

 

3210 El Camino Real, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92602 | 949.476.2242 | OCBC.org 

 

Jeffrey Ball, President and CEO, jball@ocbc.org, cell: 714.313.0362 

Paul Simonds, Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, psimonds@ocbc.org, cell: 714.587.7816 

Amanda Walsh, Vice President, Government Affairs, awalsh@ocbc.org, cell: 714.292.7080 

Lauren Martin, Vice President, Events & Special Projects, lmartin@ocbc.org, cell: 714.299.8798 

Paulina Alvarez, Government Affairs Manager, palvarez@ocbc.org, cell: 626.588.7565 

Maiken Sorenson, Communications and Social Media Specialist, msorenson@ocbc.org, cell: 949.201.6343 


